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 England: String Figures. Hingston.
 " The Candles" String Figure in Somerset. By Miss Margaret A. 85
 Hingston.
 This variant is rather more elaborate than the Cowgate version, as described by
 the Rev J. Gray in his paper in MALN (1903. 66), and as it also shows a little
 difference in construction it may be worth recording for comparison.
 This is the story, with illust-rations, which was current in Somerset about forty
 years ago -
 The Story.
 1. A man stole a Bunch of Candles.
 2. He came home and hung them on a Peg.
 3. Then he sat down on a Chair and went to sleep.
 4. When he woke it was getting dark, so he fetched a Pair of Scissors to cut off
 a candle.
 5. Just then the policeman came in with his Truncheon.
 6. He clapped on a Pair of Hlandcuffs and marched him off to prison.
 1. Put the string across left palm, one string radial to index, the other ulnar to
 little finger, with the long loop hanging the dorsal side.
 Hold the two ends about 5 or 6 inches from the back of the left hand, and bring the
 ulnar string forward between the little and ring fingers, and the radial index string
 forward between the index and middle fingers. Pick up the palmar string in the centre
 with the right thumb and finger, and pass it over the two left middle fingers. (The
 dorsal aspect of the left hand is a loop on the little finger, one on two middle fingers,
 and one on the index, three loops altogether.)
 Take up the index loop on the palmar side distal with the index of right hand,
 and the little finger loop distal with the index of right hand, and pull out tight.
 Keep the string stretched with the right fingers. Bend left middle finger distal
 into index loop, and ring finger dist al into little finger loop. Bend little finger over its
 ulnar string, and index over its radial string, Carry the strings in the right hand to the
 back of the left hand.
 (Now there will be two long loops on the dorsal aspect of the left handy one
 enclosing the middle finger and the other the ring finger. There are also tbree loops,
 one on the index, one on the two middle fingers, and one on the little finger.)
 Put the two long loops distal through the loop on the two middle fingers.
 Draw the loop on the two middle fingers to the palmar side over the middle fingers,
 and draw gently and evenly until you get the Bunch of Candles.
 2. Put the loop from the right hand on to the left thumb. This is the Peg to hang
 the candles on.
 3. Put right index proximal into dorsal side of loop on the middle finger, and right
 middle finger proximal into dorsal side of loop on ring finger. Lift the two loops gently,
 off the fingers, and extend the figure. The loops on the right fingers form the back of
 the chair, those on the left the ]egs, and the one on the thumb the Chair.
 4. Release thumb, this makes the Pair of Scissors.
 5. Release left little finger, and the Truncheon will be made by extending the figure
 gently until the loops in the right hand look like the crown on a policeman's truncheon.
 6. Release right middle finger and make a Pair of Hanidcuffs.
 MARGARET A. HINGSTON.
 Egypt. Hall.
 Note on the Early Use of Iron in Egypt. By H. R. Hlal, M.A. nO
 Now that Professor Petrie has discovered iron in deposits of VIth Dynasty 86
 date at Abydos, the contention of those Egyptologists who ha%ve always maintained that
 iron was known to the Egyptians from the earliest times must be acknowledged to be
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 correct. The fact that iron was known to, and used by, the Egyptians over 2,000 years
 before it came into use in Europe is very remarkable, and is hard to square with current
 theories, but it is a fact. Professor Petrie's find is a lump of worked (?) iron, perhaps a
 wedge, which is rusted oll to a bent piece of copper. The other objects of copper found
 with it are undoubtedly of VIth Dynasty date. They include a mirror, an axe-head,
 adze-blades, etc., of types intermediate between those of the IVth and those of the
 XlIth Dynasty (Petrie, Abydos, II., p. 33). They apparently belong to a building of
 Pepi 1. (ibid.). Each had been carefully wrapped up in linen, the traces of which still
 remain. Those wlhich have been presented to the British Museum, consisting of the
 fragment of iron, a mirror, axe-head, adze-blade, and chisel, here illustrated, are exhibited
 in the Prehistoric Gallery, Case J. The iron is in the lower right-hand corner of the
 illustration.
 This is the third find of iron which can be attributed to the Old Kingdom. In
 1837 a fragment of wroug,ht-iron was discovered in an inner joint of the stone blocks in
 one of the air-passages which pass upwards from the interior of the Great Pyramid to
 the outer air.* This is now in the British Museum, Egyptian Department, No. 2433
 (3rd Egyptian Room, Case K, 29). In 1882 Professor Maspero found iron in the
 pyramid of a Vth Dynasty king at Absisir. Professor Petrie has now found iron in a
 VIth Dynasty deposit at Abydos.
 Until Professor Petrie's discovery it was, perhaps, allowable, in view of the
 certainty of the comparatively late appearance of iron in Europe, to doubt whether the
 finds at Giza and Abti&ir really dated back to the remote epoch of the Egyptian Old
 Kingdom. Accordingly, in 1888, Professor Montelius published in the Swedish anthro-
 pological publication, Ymer (1888, p. 3), an article on the Bronze Age in Egypt, in
 which he rejected the evidence of the pyramid finds, and maintained " that the
 Egyptians during the whole period of the Old Kingdom and probably under the
 Middle Kingdom also-until about 1500 [more correctly 1700] B.C.-were unac-
 quainted with the use of iron, and only used bronze for their weapons and tools "
 ;
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 * Vyse, Pyramids of Gizel, I., 276; Beck, Gesehiohte des -Esens, 1., 85.
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 (p. 18). His doubts had been anticipated long previously (1862) by Rhind (Theban
 Tombs and their Tenants, p. 227).
 These doubts were not, however, shared by those Egyptologists who have specially
 studied the inscriptions, one of whom, Professor Piehl, of Upsala, at once replied to
 Montelius in an article entitled, "' Brons'lder i Egypten?" (Ymer, 1888, p. 94ff.), in
 which he traversed the latter's conclusions on, the authority of the inscriptions, which,
 he maintained, actually mentioned iron as early as the time of the Vth Dynasty.
 This view remained, however, unconfirmed by unchallenged archieological discovery
 until the present uime. Now, Professor Petrie's find being incontrovertible, it is no
 longer open to us to say that the two earlier finds are doubtful. 'rhe presumption now
 is that the iron fragments from Abeusir and from the Great Pyramid are of Vth and IVth
 Dynasty date respectively. The Giza fragoment will be about 150 years older than the
 piece from Abydos.
 That iron was known in the time of the Middle King,dom seems to be shown by
 Maspero's discovery of "une soie de ciseau bride et la virole d'un manche de houe,
 " dans le ciment qui reliait deux des pierres de la pyramide de Mohammeriah, prds
 '' d'Esneh " (Guide du? Visiteur au illusee de Boulaq, 1883, p. 296). The date of this
 tomb will be XIIIth to XVIIth Dynasty, circa 200X-1700 B.C.
 Montelius's proposition is thus shown to be erroneous. Iron was known to the
 Egyptians as eariy as the IVth Dynasty (3700 B.C.) and continued to be known to
 them thenceforward. Its use was, however, probably by no means common until
 towards the end of the " New Empire." Professor Petrie (Abydos, II., p. 33 ; pl. ii, 10),
 notes an iron halbert-blade of Rameses III.'s time (exhibited in the British Museum,
 with the VIth Dynasty objects described above) as one of the oldest known specimens of
 an Egyptian iron weapon; its date is about 1200 B.C. Very probably it was during the
 XIXth Dynasty that its use became more or less general, though it in no way displaced
 or supplanted bronze. In the long tribute lists of the XVIIIth Dynasty it is never
 mentioned, but under the XIXth Dynastv it occurs in a religious text at Abu Simbel,
 in which the god Ptah is made to say that he has formed the limbs of King Rameses II.
 of electrum, his bones of bronze, and his arm of iron.*
 This is the oldest literary mention of iron with regard to which there never has
 been any doubt whatever. The word used for iron here isj L t ? , ba-n-pet,
 the original of the demotic benpi and the Coptic fjiT -"iron." Thus, there
 never has been any doubt that iron was mentioned by the Egyptians at least as early as
 circa 1300 B.C. But, as has been said above, several Egyptologists specially versed in
 text-work have always been of the opinion that it is also mentioned in texts of the Old
 Kingdom. The word which they considered to mean "iron" in the VIth Dynasty
 P;yramid Texts is ba, the first element in the compound word for iron, ba-n-pet, which
 means " ba of heaven," i.e., originally aerolitic ba.t Lepsius, however, took the word
 to mean " metal " generally, rather than "iron " specifically, thus differing from
 Brugsch, who preferred the restricted meaning. But, now that we know that iron
 was used under the Old Kingdom, it seems most probable that ba does mean " iron " in
 the Pyramid Texts. Very possibly it originally meant only " metal" generally, but
 uuder the Old Kingdom was already used in a restricted sense to signify iron, " the
 " metal (of heaven)," the more general meaning being still occasionally used, as in such
 a phrase as ba n nub, "minerai d'or." H. R. HALL.
 * nbu-A 71&-k qn uasnbu, kes-k ni kesmen, det-k ba-n- et.
 t Tlhe phrase (occurring in late -texts) ba-n-ta, which has been taken to mean " ba of the earth '
 (iron ore), is apparently ba-n-ta-bal, " foreign ba," foreign iron (?).
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